2020 EPSEF
The Eastern Panhandle Regional Science and Engineering Fair
Elementary and Middle School Divisions
Bulle n for County Science Fair Coordinators
February 1, 2020
New for 2020:
1. The science fair has a new website. Check it out at www.epsef.org.
2. The West Virginia Department of Educa on (WVDE) has taken over the state science fair
and is in the process of making lots of changes. These include:
a. Expanding the state science fair by adding a Middle School Division for grades 6
through 8 AND an Elementary School Division for grades 3 through 5.
b. A new online registra on system for the state fair, and eventually maybe the
regional fair. (It is s ll a work in progress and will NOT be used this year for
registering for EPSEF, even though you may have received emails to the contrary.)
c. A new website for WVSEF: h ps://wvde.us/wvsef/
d. WVSEF recently published Science Fair Guides for each division; the elementary
and middle school books include science fair registra on forms. Because of the
lateness of publica on, it is NOT necessary for your students to use them for the
regional fair. (The WVDE may require winners who advance to the state fair to
re-do their applica ons using the new forms.)
3. EPSEF is ac vely seeking sponsors for prizes, special awards, and to help with fair
expenses such as ribbons, medals, etc. If you know of anyone who might be interested
in sponsoring the fair, please contact Shane Price.
4. The ﬁrst place winners from corresponding WVSEF categories at the elementary and
middle school regional fairs will be invited to par cipate in WVSEF 2020 at Fairmont
State University on Saturday, March 28.
5. The two Energy categories are now combined into a single category -- “Energy:
Sustainable Materials and Design”.
6. With this year’s fair an cipated to grow by 100 or more elementary school projects, it
will be much more challenging for everyone involved, so please bring extra pa ence! ☺

Fair Date:

Friday, March 6, 2020

Time:

Doors open for project setup at 9:30 AM
Project takedown and removal by 4:00 PM

Loca on:

Ranson Civic Center, 431 West 2nd Avenue, Ranson, WV 25438

Eligibility:

Eligible par cipants include students in grades 3 (New for 2020) through 8 from
Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Jeﬀerson, Mineral, Morgan, and Pendleton
coun es, including the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind, and who
earned 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place in any category at their county science fair or
equivalent.

Registra on: Coordinators from each county science fair please register groups of students by
emailing a spreadsheet (template a ached) with par cipant info to
d.price@k12.wv.us.
Please double-check the spelling of student names and project tles.
PLEASE NOTE: For the 2020 regional fair, you do NOT need to register on the
WVDE online registra on system. (Ignore emails from Robin Sizemore regarding
registering online through WVDE’s portal for the regional fair. It is s ll a work in
progress and at this late date it will not meet our needs. The Regional Fair
Directors will register all regional winners with the WVSEF.
Deadline:

Submit your ﬁnal list of par cipants no later than Friday, February 21, 2020.

Paperwork:

Students and parents must complete and sign the a ached Applica on for Entry.
Forms should be submi ed by Friday, February 21, 2020, or ASAP a er your
county fair. Ideally, completed forms should be scanned and emailed to
d.price@k12.wv.us. Alterna vely, completed forms may be faxed to
304-728-6590, A n: Shane Price. (Knowing that ge ng paperwork from kids is
no small challenge, forms will be accepted late but please send in what you have
by the deadline.)

Science Fair Rules and Policy:
To qualify for par cipa on in the regional fair, projects must comply with the
Regeneron ISEF Interna onal Rules and Guidelines as applicable to elementary
and middle school fairs.
Banned materials (biological materials, chemicals, food, hazardous or dangerous
objects, etc.) will be removed from project displays prior to judging. Empty food
containers are generally OK. Students should be encouraged to display
photographs of anything they want to display that would otherwise be banned.
Blatantly plagiarized projects will be disqualiﬁed.

Project Category Placement:
The regional fair will use the Regeneron ISEF Categories. Please use only these
categories when registering your county’s par cipa ng projects. Registra ons
for non-ISEF categories or categories with less than 3 projects will be placed at
the discre on of the Director. Day of fair requests for category changes will not
be honored.
Transporta on and Parking:
You are responsible for arranging transporta on of your students to and from
the Ranson Civic Center. School buses and private vehicles may drop oﬀ students
at the door and then park on-site or in an adjacent parking lot.
Adult Supervision Required:
You must arrange for adequate adult supervision of students from your county
while at the fair. In addi on to chaperones, each county shall designate at least
one “adult in charge” to respond to any issues involving student behavior,
security, health, or other concerns.
Lunch:

For proper nutri on, it is recommended that students pack their lunches.
The concession stand will be open, serving snacks, drinks, and pizza slices.
Numerous restaurants are a short drive from the Ranson Civic Center, but none
are within walking distance, and none accommodate buses.

Have Friends or Colleagues Who Might Want to Lend a Hand?
With more than 400 students to organize, judge, entertain, and supervise, the
fair can always use extra help. Volunteers can sign up online. See the fair web
page for the link.
For more informa on, please visit www.epsef.org or contact:
Shane Price, Fair Director
Email: d.price@k12.wv.us
Cell/Text: 304-270-7769 a er 3 PM

